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Renaissance 
at Madison — 


By LOUISE KENNGOTT, Journal mae Critic : 


Maopison, wIs. — There’ s an air of mystery about a concert 
hall as it stands in its final moments of quiet. In a week, its doors 
will open to the public. Performers will enliven its stage. Lights | 
will gleam. The row after row of velvet-covered seats will be 
filled with an audience ready for music, dance, theater. Soon it 
will be known for the performances it holds. Now it stands on its 
own merit. Waiting. 

‘Ina hail like the soon-to-be-opened Madison Civic Center, that 
ambiance of the moment has a double edge. There’s.a history as 
well as a future contained within its freshly painted walls. 

The desire for a concert hall — an arts complex — in Madison 
carries with it a long ‘and involved’history, much of it tied up 
with-issues of local politics, zoning and fund-raising. 

For decades, it had been hoped that a design submitted by 
Frank Lloyd Wright would make its way past the blueprint 
stages and become a reality. 

$ Location after location was proposed and discarded; hopes 

were raised and dropped. Visiting-orchestras and artists kept 

playing in the University’s Stock Pavilion, with its sawdust-cov- 
_ered floor, and the dream faded. Q 

But just as the dream faded, one of the national trends in urban 
life began to transform Madison. Downtown redevelopment was’ 
an idea that turned into reality, and as it did; thoughts turned to 
the dilapidated Capitol Theater — 50 years old and, under a ve- 
neer of dust, splendidly gaudy in its Moorish designs. 

it: might not have_ been built to house symphony orchestras, 

but it did have a stage large enough to house vaudeville, and like 
theaters throughout the country — from Aanias, s Fox ‘to. Mil- = 


da lot of life deft | init. 
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